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to observe that there was a great deal of truth in the very practi-
cal advice.

The silliest constitution backed by force, whether violent or
non-violent, will receive the promptest consideration especially
from the British, who know only too well the value of at least one
kind of force.

There is the Bill taken to England by that tireless servant of
India, Dr. Besant. It is signed by many eminent Indians. And
if some others have not signed it, it is not because they will not
be satisfied with it, but because they know that nothing but the
waste-paper basket is its destiny. It has not been signed because
those who have refrained do not wish to be party to the insult
of the nation which its summary rejection will imply. Let Lord
Birkenhead say that he will accept any reasonable constitution
that may be prepared by a party or parties overwhelmingly repre-
sentative of Indian public opinion and he will have a constitution
in a week's time. Let him publicly assure Dr. Besant that her Bill
will have every chance of acceptance if it is endorsed by Pandit
Motilal Nehru and others whom he may name, and I shall under-
take to secure those signatures. The fact is that there is no sincere
ring about the offer.

It is no fault of the Secretary of State for India that his offer
does not read sincere. We arc not ready as yet to demand any-
thing. Therefore, naturally, it is for the British Government to
give and for us to reject, if what is offered is not deemed enough
for the time being. For us what the new Commander-in-Chief
considers as unattainable is the only thing worth living for,
fighting for and dying for. One's birthright is never unattainable
and Lokamanya taught us that swaraj was our birthright.. The
definition of that swaraj is to rule ourselves, although we misrule
ourselves for the time being. We, the English and the Indians,
are in a hopeless jnuddle. Lord Birkenhead thinks the British
Government are trustees for our welfare. We think that they hold
us in bondage for their own benefit. Trustees never charge as
their commission,. seventy-five per cent of the income of their
wards. His Lordship says we cannot be a nation with our 9 reli-
gions and 130 languages. We contend that, for all practical pur-
poses and for protection from outside the Indian border, we arc
one nation. He thinks that Non-co-operation was a dreadful mis-
take. The vast majority of us think that it alone awakened this
sleeping nation from its torpor, it alone has given the nation a
force whose strength is beyond measure. The Swaraj Party is a
direct result of that forest, He gays that in Hindu-Mussalman dis-